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SERMON DLXXXIV. 


BY THE REY. JAMES W. ALEXANDER, D.D., 


PASTOR OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, FIFTH AVENUE AND NINETEENTH 8T. 
- New York City. 





ALL IS YOURS. 


“All things are yours; whether Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas, or the world, or 
life, or death, or things present, or things to come; all are yours; and ye are 
Christ’s ; and Christ is God's.” 1 Cor. 3: 21—23. 


Our troubles arise, in great measure, from our ignorance of 
what God intends for us. He means that his church shall be 
greater, purer, and happier, than it has ever conceived. And 
all our discontent, repinings, and griefs, would be at once 
suppressed, if the Spirit were to reveal to us the things which 
God has prepared for them that love him. Especially would 
contentions among brethren vanish, if they could only see the 
tiches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints. This is 
the train of thought which gives occasion to the passage now 
before us. 

The apostle Paul had founded a church at Corinth, and re- 
mained with them eighteen months. When he had been some 
time absent he heard bad news from the beloved Corinthians. 
There were contentions among them, as he heard from some 
of the house of Chloe. They were setting up one teacher or 
apostle against another. The banners of their factions bore 
the names of these leaders. Their cries were: ‘I am of Paul, 
and I of Apollos, and I of Cephas, and I of Christ.’ The 
apostle was astonished and afflicted. ‘Is Christ divided ? was 
Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of 
Paul” In his grief, he is constrained to address them as yet 
‘carnal,’ ‘‘For whereas there is among you envying and 
strife and divisions, are ye not carnal?” He reminds them of 
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the true place of ministers. ‘I have planted, Apollos water- 
ed, but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that 
planteth any ‘thing, neither he that watereth, but God that 
giveth the increase. For we are laborers together with God; 
ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s building.’ ) 

~ The plain truth is, there is a tendency in fallen men, even 
in the church, to pervert their own blessings, and to make the 
ministry itself an occasion of rivalry and_ strife. God has 
marked this with his displeasure. He has never given coun- 
tenance in his word to any undue exaltation of his servants ; 
and when such extravagant fondness is coupled with pride 
and schismatic separation, it is offensive in his sight. 

The wisdom of the apostle is manifested in his mode of cor- 
recting this error. He draws away their attention from the 
servants to the Master, and from instruments to the infinite 
mercies which they convey. He seems amazed at their per- 
verse disputings. It is as if, in a desert, a company who had 
come upon a fountain of overflowing living water, should sit 
down by the brink, and neglect the refreshing spring, and 
spend their stre ngth i in contending about the comparative va- 
lue of the poor earthen vessels. As though he had said: We 
who minister are indeed your servants for Jesus’ sake. Leta 
man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stew- 
ards of the mysteries of God. We bring you a treasure ; but 
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, “that the excellency 
of the power may be of God, and not of us. Learn not to 
think of men above that which is written, that no one of you 
he puffed up for one against another. Look from the frail 
vessel to the treasure. Consider your vast inheritance, and 
rise above these insignificant incidents. ‘‘ Therefore, let no 
man glory in men ; for all things are yours ; whether Paul, or 
Apollos, or Cephas.” Such is ‘the connection of ideas in this 
interesting context. 

Docrrine: The highest privileges, hopes, and blessings are 
given to believers, because of their union with Christ, and God 
the Father by him. We may follow the spring into the place 
of the stream, or we may trace up the stream to the spring 
it is the latter method which I now propose, inviting you to 
consider these propositions: I. Christ is God’s; II. Ye are 
Christ’s ; III. Allthings are yours. And how would our hearts 
leap for joy, if we could comprehend all the glorious reality 
of these truths ! 

[. Christ is God’s. Here you behold the first golden link, 
taking hold of the throne of God and of the Lamb. This is 
the sacred and eternal fount of all our mercies. “ Salvation 
is of God.” The Godhead, without immediate respect to per- 
sons, may be intended ; and then the Mediator as God-man, 
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standing between divinity and our fallen race is distinguished 
from God, as absolutely considered. Or the Almighty Father 
may be intended ; and then the Second Person of the adora- 
ble Trinity is held up to our view, as uniting himself with 
manhood, and covenanting with our race. In either view, we 
beliold Jesus our Redeemer standing before us, and laying his 
hands on us for good, and pointing with gracious invitation to 
the august summit, namely, to the inaccessible throne of Je- 
hovah. This he may well do; for ‘ Christ is God’s.” The 
name of Christ is a term of office, being the Greek rendering 
of the Hebrew Messiah ; the corresponding English word be- 
ing Anointed. In undertaking for us, Jesus receives the holy 
oil, in a prophetic anointing, a priestly anointing, and a king- 
ly anointing. He discharges the functions of all three, in ac- 
complishing redemption ; and his name as Mediator is Christ. 
But none of these things could he do, unless he were possess- 
ed of a divine title. He would never bring us nigh, if he 
were not eternally nigh himself. But this work he can fully 
carry on, for ‘ Christ is God’s.’ 

He is the Son of God, who is in the bosom of the Father ; a 
relation which we cannot comprehend, but which is positively 
revealed. ‘The filial name is one of nearness and tenderness, 
even on earth ; and we know not but that God has made it so 
that we might by this type the better understand the connec- 
tion of the heavenly Persons. Christ is the First Begotten, 
and (in strictness of speech) the Only Begotten. Earthly 
love, when it mounts highest, is a poor, weak, flickering, 
half-quenched flame ; but O who shall tell us what is meant 
by heavenly love—divine love—love before all ages—love 
without all bounds—cverlasting, infinite, incomprehensible, of 
the Father to the Son—of God to God! a love moving on the 
scale of divine immensity, and acting itself forth im harmony 
with the divine bliss of the ever-blessed Potentate! Who 
shall tell us of the waves of infinite complacency and affec- 
tion, each of which is an ocean, flowing and re-flowing through 
the unknown ages about the throne of God and the Lamb! 
Then should we understand the dimensions of the saying, 
‘God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son.” 
Christ is the “ beloved Son,” in whom the adorable Father is 
evermore ‘ well-pleased.” ‘The Father loveth the Son, and 
hath given all things into his hands.” Nay, his will is, ‘‘that 
all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the Fa- 
ther.” ‘* He that hath seen Him, hath seen the Father ; for 
he and the Father are one.” 

But this Son of the Highest, in the prosecution of his work, 
emptied himself of his manifested glory, and bound himself to 
the yoke, for our sakes. It is impossible to get a glimpse of 
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him as Christ, as anointed mediator, without looking at this. 
It was not merely God coming down to man: this he did in 
paradise. It was not merely God anointing man: this he did 
in the prophets. It was not merely God indwelling : this he 
did in the holy of holies. But it was God becoming man. It 
was divinity incarnate. If there is a sentence worthy of be- 
ing sounded with all the harmonies of earth and all the music 
of the heavens, and of being sweetly and sublimely chanted, 
with all the pathos and all the triumph of celestial voices, it 
is that sentence, The Word was made Flesh ! 

He dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. Herein is the 
love of God manifested, that he sent his Son to be the Sa- 
viour of the world. For our sakes indeed it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him, and to put him to shame, and to accumulate 
our guilt, and to lay our chastisement and curse: yet never 
was he more pleasing unto God, than when he was obeying 
unto death. And at that moment, when the earth trembled 
and the heavens moaned, and the Son of the Highest, having 
undergone hours of ignominy and torture, was hanging be- 
tween heaven and earth, a ghastly, bloody corpse, the depth 
of humiliation and the extreme of curse, at that moment (if 
ever) might the word be taken up in heaven, and carried from 
chorus to chorus of all the angelic people, Christ is God’s ! 

But death could not hold him. Heaven was longing for 
him. He burst the stony obstacles of the sepulchre. He as- 
cended on high, leading captivity captive. ‘God is gone up 
with a shout, ~ the Lord : with the sound of a trumpet; sing 
praises to God, sing praises.” ‘The chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is 
among them as in Sinai, in the holy place.” The gates, the 
everlasting doors, have lifted up their heads, and the king of 
glory hath gone in. He sitteth at the right hand of God ; he 
ever liveth to make intercession for us. God hath highly ex- 
alted him, and given him a name above every name. There 
he sits, expecting till all his enemies be made ‘his footstool. It 
is Messiah, it is Christ, it is our Redeemer that there sits. 
And what he asks, he hath. He cannot ask amiss, he cannot 
ask in vain. His lightest wish were enough to rend the uni- 
verse. His breath of intercession is mighty as that which 
formed all worlds. From that right hand of majesty, he says, 
as he extends the golden sceptre, ‘“‘ Believe me, that I am in 
the Father and the Father in me.” “And ‘whatsoever ye 
shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.” If on earth, then surely in heaven, he 
may say, “J know that thou hearest me always.” Thus con- 
templating the first link of this connexion we may say with Paul, 
Christ is God’s. The great problem which vexes man, is. 
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how to approach God. Now it is solved. We have no con- 
ception of such love, but it has accomplished this ineffable 
union. 

‘I. Ye are Christ’s. ‘This is the second particular in the 
golden chain that binds us to God. You have seen what God 
is to Christ ; now see what Christ is to you. As near as God 
is to Christ, so near is Christ to his people. We shall know 
this better one day ; as he has said, “ At that day ye shall 
know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you.’ 
Ye are Christ’s! This is enough, if you fully reach its 
meaning, and comprehend who and what Christ is. Ye are 
his, because God made you over unto him, in a covenant be- 
fore all worlds. The record of your names is in the book 
of life ; and it is called His book, and it is the Lamb’s “ book 
of life from the foundation of the world.” ‘“ All that the Fa- 
ther giveth me shall come to me :” “ of all that he hath given 
me shall I lose nothing.” If you have in you the marks of 
his people, then were you his before you were in being; as 
contemplated in the everlasting covenant. Nay, not one step 
could be taken towards the restoration of sinners, until they 
were contemplated in Christ as their covenanting-head and 
surety and representative. 

Ye are Christ’s because he has purchased you. Ye are not 
your own, ye are bought with «a price ; and what a price ! the 
sufferings and blood and sin-bearing of a Divine Mediator. If 
any thing can, this makes you his property. Every drop from 
those sacred veins marks you out as belonging to him forever. 
Every commemoration of ‘it, at the Lord’s ‘table, renews your 
sense of the glorious connexion. We love that which has cost 
us much ; we are most tenderly attached to those for whom 
we have suffered, and Christ never looks on his people with- 
out the remembrance that he has died for them. What can 
be a better foundation of a claim to property im any, than dy- 
ing for them? Ye are Christ’s, then. by the depth of his ago- 
nies, and the price of his atonement. And since He remem- 
bers it, for your sake, O be persuaded, on your part, to re- 
member it for his sake. Say therefore, “the life which I now 
live in the flesh, [ live by the faith of ‘the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me.’ 

Ye are Christ’s, because he has tukeu you into union with 
himself. This is not a fabulous or a metaphorical union. 
“We are members of his body, of his flesh, and of his bones.” 
What the head and the heart is to the body, that is Christ to 
you. The trunk of the vine is not more united to the 
branches, nor the root and fatness of the olive tree to the 
leaves and fruit, than Christ is to you. Your nature is now 
made to partake of his nature ; your life is a product of his 
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life. Your life is hid with Christ in God. You are crucified 
with Christ, nevertheless you live, yet not ye, but Christ liy- 
eth in you. All this is true, just so surely as you have be- 
lieved. Faith opens the vital communication, and provides 
the channel, whereby the life of Christ flows into and merges 
one life, just as the juices of the graft and the stock become 
inseparably mingled. This union is maintained by the Holy 
Spirit, who dwells in believers, as the Spirit of Christ ; and it 
is often delightfully felt by believers, when the soul is gra- 
ciously persuaded that it is Christ’s ; saying ‘‘ My Beloved is 
mine, and I am his.” 

The problem, (we may say again) is now solved: we have 
learnt how man may approach unto God. Christ is God’s, 
and we are Christ’s ; we are therefore not only Christ’s but 
God’s ; dear not only to the intercessor, but to the Majesty 
with whom he intercedes. The bond that ties us to the 
Cross, ties us to the throne. Yes, beloved, Christ’s people 
ure God’s people. ‘ He that loveth me shall be loved of imy 
Father.” “If a man love me, he will keep my words, and 
my Father will love him, and we will come unto him and 
make our abode with him.” You are now brought nigh to 
(rod, even by his well-beloved Son, who introduces you as his 
own. Hear how he prays, just after the first Eucharist, and 
just before his last suffering: hear, and understand that ye 
are Christ’s : John xvii. 10, ‘They are thine, and all thine 
are mine.” ‘ Holy Father, keep through thine own name 
those whom thou hast given me, that they may be one, as we 
are.” Do you doubt w hether you are included in that an- 
cient prayer? listen again: ‘ ‘Neither pray I for these alone ; 
but for them also which shall believe on me through their 
word ; that they all may be one; as thou Father art in me, 
and [ in thee, that they also may be one in us.” 

If then ye are Christ’s, what may you not expect? Stand- 
ing in this relation to God, and through the intervention of 
one thus dear to him, you have a foundation for the widest 
hopes. The Church is safe, and it is sure of unspeakable 
blessings. ,Ye are of Christ’s own body. ‘Trembling soul ! 
dow neast unclean, self-condemned publican ! ' look up to that 
face that was marred for thee, and believe its glance of unut- 
terable benignity and compassion ! 

III. All things are yours. This seems vast—almost incredi- 
ble ; but what could we expect less? He who has Christ, 
has all. It is a universe of privilege. If He who gives the 
greater will give the less, and if he who gives the w ‘hole will 
surely give the part, then He who gives the infinite, will most 
surely give the subordinate and temporary, yea all things. 
The argument is one which you may apply to ten thousand 
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cases of varied want and desire and fear. “He that spared 
not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him, also freely give us all things !” 

The apostle begins with the ministry ; not because it is the 
greatest of these good things, but because he happened to be 
speaking of ministers, a and because he was grieved at their 
overweening and injurious admiration of the earthen vessel, 
and their jealous contentions for one servant above another. 
“Do you glory in men?” says he. O astonishing perverse- 
ness of folly! What! know you not that the greatest of 
teachers and apostles are but a part of your inheritance ? 
Name no longer Paul, or Apollos, or Cephas ; it is a grief to 
us, and a disparagement to Christ. Did I ever baptize any 
of you into my own name ; nay, except one family, did I bap- 
tize at all? “ for Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach 
the Gospel.” And that gospel makes over to you all things, 
the ministry included. ‘* Who then is Paul, and who is Apol- 
los, but ministers by whom ye believed, even as the Lord 
gave to every man.” ‘The truth, therefore, which he presses, 
is this. The ministry is all for your sakes, and a part of that 
boundless wealth which is included in the covenant between 
God and your Surety, Christ Jesus the Lord. It is hardly 
necessary to add, that the very same argument applies to ail 
the means of grace, and all the arrangements of the church. 
The constitution of God’s house, with all its officers ; the holy 
Scriptures, and all that illustrates and applies them; the 
preaching of the Gospel, the Sabbath, the sanctuary, the 
throne of grace, the water of baptism, the table of the Lord ; 
they are yours, for Christ’s sake, and because ye are his. 

But holy Paul could not rest here ; having opened such a 
vista of blessings, he must expatiate ; it is characteristic of 
his manner. Despising petty rules of unity, he never comes 
in sight of the great ocean of grace, that he does not launch 
upon it. Not content to say, ‘ministers are yours, I am 
yours,’ he adds, ‘ and far more also—the world, the world is 
yours !’ It is a great name ; to the worldling it is everything, 
it is his universe ; to you, oe is but part. As unsanctified onl 
abused, it is under a curse, it is a temptation and a snare, and 
he who loves it is the enemy of God; but to you who are 
Christ’s, the world is subjected, and all its stings are taken 
away. Your Redeemer did not pray that you should be tak- 
en out of the world, but that you should be kept from the evil 
that is in the world. And more than this, it is yours because 
it only stands until God’s purposes concerning you shall be 
accomplished. As the theatre of Satan’s seeming conquest, 
it might have sunk down into perdition at the fall ; but it was 
reserved to be the theatre of the great restoring action ; to be 
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sanctified by the incarnation, to be trodden by the blessed 
feet of Jesus, to be bedewed by divine blood, to entomb in its 
embrace the body which never saw corruption, and to witness 
the triumphs of the latter glory. It is yours, with all it con- 
tains, its treasures, realms, dominions, monarchies and re- 
sources ; the world is yours. 

But he rises ; there is yet more: life and death! words of 
gteat import ; they are yours. Whether you live, you live 
unto the Lord, and whether you die, you die unto the Lord ; 
living and dying ye are the Lord’s, are Christ’s, and Christ 
is God’s. All the powers of life—your birth, progress, and 
term of continuance—all the acts and events of this pilgrim- 
age are included in the gracious plan. And even Death, 
which you so much dread, instead of being excepted, is ex- 
pressly named and included ; it shall come as God chooses, 
and when he chooses; it shall come as a friend; it shall 
come as a deliverer, to unlock your prison, and restore the 
keys to him who governs death and the unseen world. It is 
included in the covenant arrangement, and carries not one le- 
gitimate terror to such as are Christ's ; ; for he hath destroyed 
death, and him that had the power of death, that is the devil, 
and hath delivered them who were all their life-time subject 
to bondage through fear of death. By naming at one and the 
same utterance, both life and death, the apostle teaches us to 
regard them with a holy indifference, himself setting us the 
example when he says, ‘ Christ shall be magnified in my bo- 
dy, whether it be by life or by death : for me to live is Christ, 
and to die is gain; what to choose [ wot not. L ain ina strait 
betwixt two, having a desive to depart and to be with Christ, 
which is far better.” Observe how the name of Christ sweet- 
ens every successive mention of dying, to one who is Christ’s ! 
Yea, death itself is yours ! 

What is it possible for an apostle to add to the inventory of 
covenant blessings, after this exhaustive statement? To cut 
off all misgiving, and cause the cup of salvation to run over 
the brim, he adds one conyprehensive and concluding phrase, 
* or things present, or things to come.” "This life and the oth- 
er. Godliness is profitable unto all things, having the promise 
of the life that now is, and of that which is to come. The 
present life is yours, because it is Christ’s, and he gives it to 
you. All that can be gained and enjoyed of real good in this 
life, is yours. All things work together for good to them that 
love God. Your very pains, wants, vexations, weaknesses. 
fears, temptations, enemies—all are yours. Can you dare to 
he discontented or disheartened under such a grant? It must 
be because you do not understand the covenant. If God be 
for us, who can be against us! Are you poor? [ tell you, 
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you are rich ; ; ‘* for he hath said, I will never leave you nor’ 
forsake you.” Are you sorrowful? Your light affliction 
which is but for a moment, worketh for you a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. Ah, brethren, attend to 
the expression “‘ a moment ;” things present are but for a mo- 
ment ; and therefore it is that the apostle hastens on to say, 
not merely things present, but things to come. Human exist- 
ence on this earth is but the first momentary infant breath of 
life. See! all heaven is before you! Things to come! 
What things, he durst not, he could not say. ‘True, he had 
been caught up into paradise, and had heard somewhat, but 
they were words ‘ unspeakable,’ which it is neither possible 
nor lawful for man to utter. ‘Things to come are yours: 
heaven is yours ;” and no wonder, for ve are Christ’s, and he 
is the centre of heaven. Where he is, his people shall be. 
Revert to his sacramental prayer. He lifts his eyes and 
prays: “ Father I will that they also whom thou hast given 
me (i. e. who are Christ’s) be with me where I am, that they 
may behold my glory which thou hast given me; for thou 
lovedst me before the foundation of the world” (i. e. Christ is 
God’s.) Eternity, in all its inconceivable heights, depths, 
lengths, breadths, is yours! What then can befall you, to 
your injury or hag ? Nothing, unless it can make you cease 
to be Christ’s. And would you know the security of your te- 
nure? ‘lam n persuaded, that neither death nor life nor an- 
gels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor height nor depth nor any other creature, 
shall be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.” How admirable the coincidence 
with our text!) Which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. God, 
who loves Christ, loves us in him: ‘ye are Christ’s, and 
Christ is God’s.” Well may he sum up the series, all is yours! 
All that you need, all that you could desire, all that your ca- 
pacity can enjoy, while eternity remains, while the soul ex- 
pands, while the developements of infinite love in all worlds 
go onward ; and unspeakably and immeasurably more than 
eye hath seen, or ear heard, or heart of man permitted to en- 
ter. Fear not, little flock ; it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom. Fear not the messenger who shall 
come with cold hand to untwine the silver cord, even though 
with sudden stroke he break the golden bowl. Death is yours. 
By his means, all the prayers of a long life shall be answered 
at once, and when he has done you this office, and you see 
him departing, you bid adieu to the only remaining evil, for 
he dies himself ; ‘‘ and the last enemy that shall be came 
is Death !” 


Let us stand for a little on this height, and look back upon 
2 
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the goodly scene. Methinks these are the Delectable Moun- 
tains, where the pilgrim sojourned ; and these ordinances, the 
perspective glass through which we may descry our inherit- 
ance. But who shall suffice to describe, or even to discern, 
‘‘the unspeakable riches of Christ!” To be brought into 
union with Christ, is to be united to God, and to be made an 
heir of no less than “ all things.” True believers are as a bo- 
dy solemnly offered up, and consecrated unto God, and there- 
by made partakers of his infinite fulness. 


1. Such being the glorious fruit of union with Christ, be 
exhorted, brethren, to contemplate this union. The cord 
which binds you to him, binds you to all this world of bles- 
sing. If you approach the Lord’s table, muse upon the holy con- 
nexion. Why do you sit there? Why do you gather 
around those emblems? [It is to show forth the Lord’s death 
—that death by which you are Christ’s, are the Father’s, are 
the heirs of so great a promise. Not only know, but feel your 
oneness with the Lord. Prepare to participate in a feast up- 
on the sacrifice, a feast which marks this union. By this nou- 
rishment, this manna, this ‘ angel’s food,’ grow up into Him, 
who is the head. His strength, his wisdom, his righteousness 
are here offered to you; put into your very hands ; extended 
to your very lips. At this table your “ Father giveth you the 
true bread from heaven; for the bread of God is he that 
cometh down from heaven and giveth life unto the world.” 
The life he gives you was bought “by death. Say, with more 
faith than those of old, ‘‘ Lord evermore give us this bread !" 
Listen to Him, whose you are, and whom you serve, and who 
by promise is in his house and at his table, when he says, ‘ | 
am the bread of life ; he that cometh to me shall never hun- 
ger, and he that believeth on me shall never thirst.” Come 
to him ; believe on him. When your faith, even feebly, re- 
ceives him, you are brought nigh to Gad. ‘ As the Father 
hath loved us, so love I you ; continue ye in my love.” “ The 
Father himself loveth you, because ye have loved me, and 
have believed that I came out from God.” Feel then, that 
you belong this day, not only to Christ, but to the Father. It 
is a banquet of fellowship: ‘truly our fellowship is with the 
Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.” ‘‘ Whosoever shall 
confess that Jesus is the Son of God, God dwelleth in him, 
and he in God.” ‘Take then the sacramental bread and wine, 
as pledges of this gracious union. 

2. Contemplate the union of believers with one another. 
‘The same bond unites you to the Head and to the members. 
** All are yours.” ‘To whom is this spoken? ‘To believers. 
Then, most clearly, believers are joint-heirs with Christ, and 
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sharers in common of a universal blessing. Children of the 
same parentage and members of the same family, should love 
one another. It was his sacramental command re-enacted : 
Jo. 13: 34, “ A new commandment.I give unto you, that ye 
love one another.” There can be no tie more close or tender 
than our common union to Christ. Ye are Christ’s. There 
are ye knit one to another. 

Children of one Father—inembers of one Head—lovers of 
one dying Saviour—heirs of one blessing which comprises ‘all 
things ;’ here, | beseech you, be not estranged one from ano- 
ther. Belie not by cold hearts and evil surmisings the pro- 
fession of the most tender attachment which is known among 
men. ‘The same lips which grew pale and cold on the cross, 
utter the request, ‘ Little children, love one ‘another.’ Per- 
haps you have doubted of your acceptance: here is a test: 
“We know that we have passed from death unto life, because 
we love the brethren. He that loveth not his brother abideth 
in death.” Corinthian disciples contended about ministers. 
The apostle rebukes them by reminding them, all is yours: 
‘The same argument rebukes contention about any thing else. 
‘All things are for your sakes ;” being thus enriched, and 
having a ble8sing so large that as in regard to the manna eve- 
ry one is sure of having enough and to spare, desist from all 
heart-burnings and jealousies, and look to your common inher- 
itance. “Finally, be ye all of one mind, having compassion 
one of another ; love as brethren; be pitiful, be courteous ; 
not rendering evil for evil or railing for railing, but contrari- 
wise blessing ; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye 
should inherit a blessing. 1 Pet. 3: 8, 9. 

_How unspeakably great the privilege of Christ’s Church ! 
What a favor to be brought into it! What could your souls 
ask more than “all things”? You are come to “ Jesus the 
Mediator of the new covenant,” and through him to “ God the 
Judge of all.” You are joined to an innumerable company of 
angels, and to the general assembly and church of the first- 
born which are written in heaven, and to the spirits of just 
men made perfect.” Christ is yours, and all is yours. Christ 
has become to you all in all. You are safe; you are rich. 
Be firmly settled here, and you may bid the world rage. It is 
a blessed company. Even such portions of it as are here met 
are blessed. But most blessed shall it be when all the dis- 
tinct communions shall be made one ; when all separated as- 
semblies shall be convened ; when all successive generations 
of Christians shall sit down together ; when we shall see them 
all, and hear the story of grace recounted by all, from Abel 
downwards, patriarchs, prophets, apostles, martyrs, men of 
great tribulations, and men of great and marvellous pardon ; 
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and when we shall see Him of whom we have heard so much. 
and believed, alas, so little ! 

3. Finally, Consider the peculiar and tender relation in 
which this Scripture shows Christ’s ministers, both to Christ's 
people, and to Christ himself. Ye beloved but unwise and 
contending Corinthians, see your covenant, according to which 
life and death are yours, things present and future are yours, 
but still more specially, Paul is yours, Apollos is yours, Ce- 
phas is yours, because ye are Christ’s. That is, if there be 
logic in Paul, Paul, Apollos and Cephas are part of Christ’s 
inheritance and possession. Christ makes them and gives 
them. It is no unmeaning phrase we read, when it is said 
of the ascending Christ, “he gave gifts unto men,” * apos- 
tles, prophets, evangelists,’ pastors and teachers.” It was no 
accident, as to time and season, that just as he was ascending 
he said, “‘Go ye and teach all nations.” It is no empty 
metaphor, when he who appears in the midst of the golden 
candlesticks, clothed to the feet with a priestly garment, girt 
with a golden girdle, with eyes like flame, and voice like 
many waters, and a sharp two-edged sword issuing from his 
mouth, and whose countenance is as the sun shining in his 
strength ; when lie, at whose feet the beloved ‘disciple falls 
as dead, says, ‘‘ I am he who hold the seven stars in my right 
hand ;” ‘the seven stars are the angels of the seven church- 
es.” No, my brethren, all these things have a significancy, 
and show that the ministers of the gospel are yours, because 
they first are Christ’s. ‘For we preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ 
sake.” Paul was “ free from all,” yet for the sake of gain- 
ing the more, he made himself “ servant unto all.” Do not 
mistake me, as if J held that the power of the ministry is de- 
rived from the beloved people, and not from the Lord Jesus 
Christ, for their sakes. ‘The body of Christ’s people have the 
prerogative of choosing the church-oflicers who shall rule over 
them ; but these officers receive all power of authority from 
the Lord Jesus Christ, through the orderly acts of those who 
are already in office. These officers are distinctly set forth 
in the word and recognised in our churches. They are denomi- 
nated rulers, guides, governors, ensamples, pastors ; and their 
beloved people are styled the flock. To them belong these 
ministers and elders, with all their gifts and graces. They 
are not priests ; they are not, in the Christian sense prophets ; 
they are not lords over God’s heritage ; but they are the 
voice of Christ to his people. When ordained, they are by 
that act made ministers of the church at large ; when separa- 
ted to a particular work, or translated to a particular charge, 
they are made ministers of that particular church. It is a so- 
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lemn and heart-touching connexion which is then formed ; one 
which may well draw upon the deep affections of both par- 
ties ; and one which would stretch these cords even to an- 
guish, were it not for the reflection, that the people are the 
minister’s, the minister is the people’s ; the people are Christ’s, 
the-minister is Christ’s ; all things are his—all things are 
theirs—all things are Christ’s—all—all together are God’s. 
Here are foreshadowings of fulfilment for that mysterious pro- 
mise: “I in them, and thou in me, that they may be made 
perfect in one.” 


SERMON DLXXXV. 


BY BEY. Hf. G. LIVINGSTON, 


PASTOR OF THE THIRD REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





THE IMMORTALITY OF CHARACTER. 


“ He that is unjust let him be unjust still; and he which is tilthy let him be 
filthy still; and he that is righteous let him be righteous still; and he that is 
holy let him be holy still.” Rev. xxii. 11. : 


Tnese words were uttered im anticipation of scenes which 
are yet to be realized. They evidently refer to that solemn 
period, so often spoken of in Scripture, when Christ shall 
come in flaming fire, to take vengeance on them that know 
not God, and to be admired in all them that believe. ‘They 
intimate, and that most clearly, that whatever then the com- 
plexion of the soul shall be, it shall continue to be forever. 
Beyond that day and hour there shall be no change. The 
separating line when drawn shall be unalterably fixed. 

The Bible uniformly represents mankind as made up of two 
great classes. ‘‘ The unjust” and “the filthy” are the repre- 
sentatives of one class ; “the righteous” and “the holy,” of 
the other. Our sins or our virtues may differ in their devel- 
opements, and may be exercised with respect to different ob- 
jects ; we may not be equally sinful nor equally righteous, 
yet to the one or the other of these grand divisions, do we in- 
dividually belong. We are either for God or we are against 
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him; we are gathering with him or we are scattering abroad, 

The particular point to which we wish at present to direct 
your attention, is the fact, that these different classes of indi- 
viduals are destined to pass into eternity with the same char- 
acter that they had on earth. However their capacities may 
be expanded or their circumstances changed, yet morally, 
they are to remain as they have been. ‘‘ If the tree fall to- 
wad the south or toward the north, im the place where the 
tree falleth, there it shall be.” 

We can conceive it possible that the soul might pass through 
some great transformation, by which its former history would 
be lost, and all the earlier impressions made upon it be oblit- 
erated. The doctrine has been often taught, that in the inter- 
mediate state, between death and the resurrection, the soul 
will undergo a purifying process ; and that in this way it will 
become prepared for a world of everlasting holiness. Even 
where the truth, for which we are contending, is admitted to 
its full extent, yet the reasons of the fact are not always nor 
adequately understood. Many who believe that this life is 
preparatory to another, regard the coumexion between the two 
as merely a matter of arbitrary arrangement. They do not 
see how in the very nature of things it must be, that our char- 
acter and conduct here determine all that is to come after 
them. But, my hearers, religion accords with true philoso- 
phy. ‘The reasons for the oft-repeated assertion, that as we 
live here, so shall we live hereafter, lie deep im the very ele- 
ments of our being. ‘The sophistries of the sceptic may de- 
lude us, and our own wicked hearts pervert our understand- 
ings, but the calm and sober investigation of truth, as discov- 
ered in the works of the Almighty, tends but to confirm and 
illustrate the infallible teachings of his word. If we may 
judge from what we know and what we can see, of the world 
around us, we have the strongest evidence for the Immortali- 
ty of Character. 

That we may make this apparent, we ask you, 

1. To consider for a moment what constitutes the character. 

What are the elements of the moral man? It is true, we 
necessarily inolude in the character, the qualities or disposi- 
tions with which we are originally formed, and in this sense 
speak of men as naturally depraved, or otherwise. Yet we 
commonly refer to something which is acquired ; to the pro- 
pensities and tastes when in a state of maturity or develope- 
ment ; to the fruit rather than the germ from whence it springs. 
We are accustomed to say, that the character is now in a 
state of formation ; that it is now modified by the thousand 
agencies to which it is exposed, and that it may not for some 
time to come, attain a perfectly definite and invariable com- 








at mee wane eh ae a Oa 





|~ 
. 


Vv 


oF 
Cc 


h 
cl 





THE IMMORTALITY OF CHARACTER. 255 


plexion. It is evident from this that we have particular refer- 
ence in speaking of the character, to that condition in which 
the soul is, after it has passed through a period of trial, and 
its native faculties have been exercised and disciplined. We 
refer not to the gilded binding of the book, nor to the blank 
leaves it contains, however they may be discolored, but to the 
sum of the impressions made upon its pages—to the book as 
written over with the busy hand of ‘Time. 

Now if the soul survives the body, which we are all ready 
to admit, must we not reasonably infer, that it will carry with 
it, not merely its original elements, but also the strength and 
maturity which have been imparted to them by years of culti- 
vation or indulgence? ‘There is nothing in nature to make 
any other supposition even plausible. We have no analogy 
to warrant the opinion that the character may be stripped off 
from the soul as the garments are from the body. The full- 
grown man may become a meagre skeleton, a mere wreck of 
what he formerly was in the days of his pride and vigor, but 
he can never again become the little child—never dwindle in- 
to infancy. lis physical constitution is not susceptible of 
such a change. ‘The wide branching tree may lose its ver- 
dure or be broken by the tempest, but no conceivable process 
‘an reduce it to the sapling, or compress it within the folds of 
the seminal germ. So the character may lose its tone, or be 
(deprived of some of its former peculiarities, but it can never 
he converted into the original elements from which it has been 
evolved. It bears the same relation to the soul that shape or 
color does to matter. It is a part and property of the soul— 
and so far as we can perceive. they can never be entirely se- 
parated from each other. 

We have reason to believe that impressions made upon the 
soul are never lost. If it were necessary we might mention 
many interesting facts in support of this opinion. Individuals 
have been known under certain circumstances, to remember 
things with which they had once been familiar, but which had 
long, long been forgotten ; and yet the character is made up 
of the effects, which these words and thoughts and actions— 
these unremembered things—have left behind them. It ap- 
pears to us about as reasonable to suppose, that the soul can 
he separated from its faculties as from its character. We 
confess that when we consider the nature of character, we 
can see no valid way of escaping the conclusion, that he who 
at death is unjust, will be unjust still; and he which is filthy 
will be filthy still; and he that is righteous will be righteous 
still, and he that is holy will be holy still. 
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II. Consider, secondly, ia what manner the character is 
formed, 

How do men become licentious, intemperate, or profane ;— 
how do they become upright, benevolent and wise? Not by 
accident, surely, nor by birth, for whatever evil propensities 
we may have by nature, yet we do not spring into existence 
like the fabled goddess, full armed and strong. We acquire 
our character, as we do the qualities of our manhood, by ex- 
ercise and growth ; by gradually going on from one degree of 
strength unto another. 

The miser was not made so inamoment. Years have been 
confirming habits early formed and giving intenseness to de- 
sires that were early cherished. Once his idol gold received 
only the partial homage of his heart ; now, every faculty and 
thought are devoted to its service. Once he craved only the 
abundance of the rich; now he would defraud the widow of 
her mite, and envies the beggar at the gate his scanty portion. 
The murderer has not become the foul spirit that he is, at 
once. You can trace the progress of his sad degeneracy from 
the time when with a ‘* bosom that carried anger as the flint 
hears fire,” he first mingled in scenes of strife and tumult, un- 
til_now when his hands are crimsoned with his brother’s blood 
his life is about to pay the forfeit of his crimes. Once con- 
science lifted its voice and checked him in his waywardness : 
but it was disregarded. Again it spoke, though in more feeble 
accents, but it was again refused, until at last insulted and dis- 
owned, it ceased to do its office work and left him to his own 
devices. Could you have the chart of his past history unroll- 
ed before you, you would see that his crime was but the visible 
representative ‘of his character, and that his character was but 
the legitimate result of the deteriorating process through 
which he had passed. The wicked man, let his offenes be 
what they may, has not reached the bad eminence, which he 
occupies, without cultivating evil habits, mingling with evil 
associations, and indulging corrupt and unholy ‘thoughts. He 
has had to resist good influences and kindly ‘motives and be- 
come insensible to gentle persuasions and terrific threatenings. 
The work, difficult,at first, has become easier at ev ery repeti- 
tion. The flaming cherub that once guarded his way has at 
last departed from his path ; the barriers that God had erected 
to defend him have been despised again and again, until now 
effectually destroyed. In like manner, it is true of the good 
man that he advances just in proportion as he cultivates his 
distinctive traits and makes a vigorous resistance against 
every thing that threatens evil. In the kingdom of God as 
elsewhere, there is first the blade, then the ear, and then the 
full corn inthe ear. We must add to our faith virtue, and to 
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virtue knowledge, and to knowledge every other grace and good 
attainment. The righteous holds on his way becoming strong- 
er and stronger, while evil men and seducers wax worse and 
worse. 

Thus you will perceive that the character is formed accord- 
ing to, the same law that obtains in every department of the 
divine administration ; a law, which in respect to some things 
at least, we all admit ; a law with which we are made acquaint- 
ed in the earliest stages of our childhood, and upon which we 
uniformly act in all the common concerns of life ; the law that 
the future is determined by the present ; that what we shall be is 
only the enlargement and perfection of what we now are. In 
viewing this great principle, ‘the child is” indeed “ the father 
of the man.” He has the web of his own destiny within his 
hands and is giving shape by his present conduct to the results 
of coming years. We see that to-day is but the reprint of yes- 
terday ; simply a fresher and stronger impression than had 
been made before. ‘The desires then gratified clamour again 
and yet more loudly for indulgence. The habits then formed 
are yet adhered to, and exercise over us a more unlimited con- 
trol. The principles then avowed are still defended and are 
taking a deep hold within, and so im like manner, will the fu- 
ture be but the reproduction of the present, bearing the same 
relation to it that the full length portrait bears to the miniature. 
This is as surely a law in the moral as is gravitation in the 
natural world. Principles vegetate and propensities become 
established, as really as seeds ‘and plants. Hence the almost 
utter impossibility of making any radical alteration in the 
characters of those who have advanced in years. Hence 
when the lives of men were extended far beyond what they 
now are, as a natural consequence they became giants in 
wickedness. 

When new worlds are discovered in the heavens, however 
magnificent they may be, they are yet formed to be controlled 
by precisely the same laws that regulate those which have 
heen known for ages ; and so when in the gospel, we learn of 
regions of eternal night and endless day, in which the soul 
shall sink or soar hereafter, are we not to presume that it will 
still be under the operation of the same laws that have affect- 
ed it on earth? We are indeed assured, that the laws which 
regulate the moral world are even more stable and more per- 
manent than those which regulate the physical ;—that heaven 
and earth shall pass away before one jot or tittle of God’s 
word shall fail. 

There is nothing that nature teaches us in regard to God 
more clearly, than that. his laws are uniform ani abiding ; 
that he will, so to speak, make any sacrifice rather than devi- 
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ate from established rules. Let the best man that lives thrust 
himself into the fire, or leap from the brow of the deep preci- 
pice, and he will share the same fate as the careless and un- 
godly that do likewise. Let angels, God’s first-born sons, 
rebel, and he will hunt them from their exalted seats and bind 
them in chains of darkness until the judgment of the great 
day. No matter who transgresses, although the divine com- 
passions are infinite, yet without true repentance there can be 
no salvation. Now before we can believe that God is to act 
differently hereafter—that he is to renounce the character he 
has always thus far sustained, we must have some new and 
explicit revelation on the subject. All analogy favors the 
idea, that he will still adhere to the same course that has 
marked his government thus far, and that at death, he that is 
unjust will be unjust still ; and he which is filthy will be filthy 
still; and he that is righteous will be righteous still ; and he 
that is holy will be holy still. 


Til. We ask you to consider thirdly, whether there be any 
changes to be passed through, or any influences to be exerted in 
ihe future, that will be likely lo effect a radical transformation 
in the character. 

Will the dissolution of the body have a tendency to do it ? 
We have passed through many physical changes, but are not 
our characters substantially the same as they were before ! 
if they have been affected it has been through other causes. 
In our maturity, we discover to a considerable degree the 
same qualities and traits we did in earlier life; and yet the 
hody has been changing every hour. ‘The profane, the proud 
or the covetous man, does not become a different heing when 
his body is emaciated or his limbs are severed ; when he is 
abroad upon the sea, or when he is wandering in distant 
lands. Why then should the tearing asunder of the invisible 
ligament that connects the spirit with the bedy, change the 
moral aspect or complexion of that spirit? The faculties of 
the soul are often most vigorous when the eyes are sunken, 
wnd the heart beats slow and feebly. ‘The half-articulated 
utterances of the dying man often give evidence that his mind 
is intensely active, and his thoughts vet fixed upon the ob- 
jects that have so long absorbed them. And may we not then 
very safely presume, that since the character has survived all 
other outward changes, it will also survive this one of death ! 
Whatever difficulties there may be in arguing from analogy 
in favor of the soul’s existence beyond the existence of the 
body, yet admitting this, there are none, so far as we can 
perceive, in relation to the character. If death does not de- 
stroy nor change the essence of the spirit, if is but fair to con- 
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clude that it will not alter its complexion. ‘The taking down 
of the partition wall that separates eternity from time, we 
must believe will have no more effect upon man’s moral na- 
ture, than did his growth from infancy to manhood. And if 
death can make no alteration in the character, we know of 
nothing in the world beyond that can. No new influences 
nor motives will be there at work, to transform and to purify. 
So far as we know any thing of the eternal state, it is adapt- 
ed to confirm and strengthen those who have entered it, in 
their holiness or guilt. Heaven is not the gate to hell, nor is 
hell a preparatory school for heaven; but between these two 
worlds there is a great gulf fixed, so that were it possible for 
any to desire to pass, they could not. 

But you may say, my hearers, that after all we are but 
dealing in probabilities and presumptions, while on such a 
subject we should offer demoustration. We grant you that 
we are reasoning froin things known to things unknown, that 
is, to sense ; from things visible to things invisible, because 
aside from revelation, we cannot on such a theme do other- 
wise. But if we are only able to show you that the future 
will probably be like the present ; that there is nothing to hin- 
der the operation of like cause and the production of like ef- 
fects, we accomplish all that we desire, for we have the Scrip- 
tures not only to establish what we offer, but to supply what- 
ever may be lacking. We have shown you that it is reason- 
uble to believe that the character will be as immortal as the 
soul. The word of God places this beyond all reach of doubt. 
It asserts most clearly that meu sha// continue on hereatter 
as they have been—that they who sow to the flesh shall of 
the flesh reap corruption, and they who sow to the Spirit 
shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. It declares that at 
the final judgment, there shall be a separation between the 
wheat and the tares, the precious and the vile ;—that the 
righteous shall shine forth as the sun, while the wicked shall 
he cast into the furnace of fire. 


We cannot believe that any thing further is needed to se- 
cure your assent to the point we have had under considera- 
tion. Indeed it may be that none of you are disposed to 
question the fact that the character will outlive the body, and 
be in another world precisely like what it is in this. But do 
vou adequately appreciate this truth? Do you consider that 
every moment is doing something toward confirming you in 
sin or establishing you in virtue; that every day is giving 
permanence to your habits, strength to your principles, and 
intensity to your desires; and that as you now are, unless 
vou are soon the subject of an extraordinary and supernatural 
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change, you are to remain—remain forever ;—if unjust, to be 
unjust still, and if filthy to be filthy still; if righteous, to be 
righteous still; and if holy to be holy still. 

An ancient artist being asked why he labored so incessant- 
ly upon his pictures—why he formed every color with so 
much care, and drew every line with such precision, replied, 
that he was “ painting for eternity.” So, my hearers, are 
every one of us, though in a far truer sense, than he did. We 
are daily marking the features and forming the complexion of 
the portrait that is to outlast the wreck of the material uni- 
verse. It is this that makes the few short years we pass on 
earth so fearfully important. We have but one character to 
form, and but one brief season in which to do it. How ambi- 
tious should we be that the work be executed well, and how 
careful lest the appropriate time should pass by unimproved. 
With what solicitude should we each one keep our hearts and 
ponder the paths of our feet. 

If the character were destined to perish with the frail tab- 
ernacle that we dwell in, indifference might answer. But no 
—it must last through the unwasting ages of eternity, and 
he who attempts to build such a structure without great - 
care and patient effort, is infinitely more foolish than he who 
erects his house where the first risings of the tide will carry 
it away. 

As we have shown, there is a constant approximation in all 
the developments of character towards a fixed and unchange- 
able state. Habits are becoming more confirmed, and princi- 
ples and partialities more strongly established ; and hence 
where there is any desire for change—where the wicked 
man has a disposition to obey the truth, and feels himself al- 
most persuaded to become a Christian, his delay is in fact al- 
most equal to an utter abandonment of his intentions, for it is 
throwing himself again upon the tide, that by and by he can 
no more withstand than he can arrest the devouring tempest. 
‘Too late !” is the piercing cry that often goes up from the 
death-bed. ‘Too late” the aged sinner sighs, as he thinks 
of the harvest past and the summer ended. “ ‘Too late ” may 
be our mournful danguage, if the forming mould of character 
be not stamped with the impress of truth and religion. 


1. We can understand, in the light which this subject affords 
us, the nature and philosophy of a state of retribution. 

There has always been more or less of a disposition to 
sneer at the representations which the Bible gives us of the 
condition and destiny of the lost. Some men are free to ridi- 
cule the idea of a worm that never dies, and a fire that is not 
quenched. They ask contemptuously, and is there a literal 
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place of torment—a dungeon from which there can be no es- 
cape until the uttermost farthing has been paid? I ask you, 
my hearers, to consider well, what elements of misery are 
mixed up in the simner’s character, and you can then say 
whether such terrible imagery will not be even more than re- 
alized? The sinner carries the materials of his own punish- 
ment within him. God need only give him over to his 
wickedness and he will find that though his future dwelling 
place be paved with gold or arched with sapphire, it is but a 
magnificent hell. Let him but admit that his character will be im- 
mortal and immutable, and we care not what may be his the- 
ory about a future state. Let him but admit that his passions 
and habits, and principles are to go with him—that he is to be 
as covetous, and proud, and cruel in the world to come, where 
no opportunities for gratification will be afforded him, as here, 
where even when indulged to their full extent they fail to sa- 
tisty, and we say he is sure of an awful harvest, wherever he 
carries the seeds of ruin with him. ‘The very nature of his 
constitution will ensure for him an amount of misery of which 
it is impossible to conceive. And if these clements of woe 
are 10 increase—if these cravings are to become more violent 
—these passions rage more fiercely, then will there never be 
w time when the lost spirit cannot say with truth, 


‘«« And in the lowest deep, 
\ lower deep still threatening 
To devour me, opens wide ; 
‘lo which the hell I suffer, 
Seems a heaven.” 


“A man may sustain the spirit of his infirmity, but a 
wounded spirit, who can bear ?” 

Even in this life, where rewards and punishments are so 
imperfectly administered, the vicious and profligate man 
must make a vigorous effort to prevent himself from being 
miserable. The task is often so great, that he prefers to die 
like Judas, rather than be disquieted by the stings of passion 
and lashed by the upbraidings of remorse. But let him lose 
this clayey tenement, and yet retain his spirit; be under 
hondage to the same vile habits, and be maddened by the 
same strong cravings ; let him have the same memory of the 
past, the same accusing thoughts, the same dread fears, and 
if he does not drink the wine cup of God’s wrath, he has at 
least one of his own, as deadly and as bitter. 

It was a custom among the Egyptians, we are told, on 
some of their occasions of festivity, to have the embalmed 
body of a departed spirit brought out and exhibited before 
them—probably to induce a remembrance of years gone by ; 
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perhaps to show how they would be tm a similar situation. Tn 
the world to which the sinner is going, there will be a con- 
stant return of these terrific monitors of the past. ‘The ghost- 
ly form of mis-spent years and slighted opportunities of good, 
will come, stealing up every avenue of the mind, and send 
their poisonous influence through every fibre of the heart.— 
Ah! there is an awful significancy in those words: “They 

would none of my counsels, they despised all my reproof ; 

therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own ways, and be 
filled with their own devices. 


In conclusion, permit me io add, that this subject will ena- 

hle you to form a correct and rational idea of true religion. 
What God requires of us, is something more than a mere 
transient impulse for good ; an earnest prayer in the time of 
need, or a few tears upon the bed of death. Possibly you 
may be saved, like the penitent thief, in the very last mo- 
ments of your life. ‘The grace of God is competent to any 
work, and we dare not affix to its blessed operations a precise 


and definite limit. But all analogy favors the idea, that if 


you would be saved, you must, by the aid of the Spirit, build 
up for yourselves a holy character, and work out your salva- 
tion with fear and trembling. 

Religion is a habit of mind—a growth of the soul—a_per- 
manent principle ; and a preparation for a future world is a 
work that demands a lifetime. You are in various ways 
tempted to defer attending to your spiritual interests. The 
hope of some more convenient season allures you to delay. 
But you must begin early and toil hard, if you would realize 
what true religion is designed to effect ; if you would have 
your characters transformed and fitted for eternity. We must 
distrust to a great degree, the piety that commences in old 
age or on the sick bed. We want the whole life given to the 
work, to be assured that it is genuine. We would have you 
strive as vigorously, as if it depended entirely upon your own 
exertions whether or not you were to reach the final dwelling 
of the saints. But do not suppose, because we thus speak. 
that we undervalue in the least, the blessed work accomplish- 
ed by the Saviour. So far from this, we affirm that the only 
way in which your present characters can be radically chang- 


ed, is through the subduing grace and effectual mercy of 


Christ Jesus ; that all your hope of being turned from sin to 
God, and that all your strength to persevere in forming for 
yourselves a character that God will love, must be derived 
from him. The seeds of faith must be implanted and strength- 
ened from above. But yet your faith must be conjoined with 
works, and your religion must be the obedience of your life to 
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truth, to duty, and to God. ‘The tenet of justification by 
faith,” [ quote the words of the lamented Chalmers, “is at 
antipodes with the idea of our virtue here being the adequate 
price, but not with the idea of its being the indispensable pre- 
paration for our eternity hereafter. U nder the economy ot 
grace heaven is conceived essentially to lie in character—to 
he im fact but the full-grown development of our present cha- 
rity, our present piety, our present holiness. ‘There is nothing 
surely in the doctrine and philosophy of habit, counter to that 
system. which represents it as the great huniiegen of those 
who have received the promises of the gospel, to perfect their 
holiness ; which tells us, that what a man soweth that shall 
he also reap; which speaks on the one hand of the path of 
the just, as if his rudimental virtue /ere were to his perfected 
virtue hereafter, what the dawn of morn is to the shining of 
the meridian day ; and which speaks on the other hand of the 
wicked being filled with the fruit of their own ways ; which 
in a word represents the kingdom of heaven as begun on 
earth, and at last closes its description of the relation between 
time and eternity with these impressive words—‘ He that is 
unjust let him be unjust still ; and he which is filthy let him 
be filthy still ; he that is righteous let him he righteous still ; 

and he that is holy let him be holy still.’ 


DEATH NO "TERROR. 


The believer in Christ should banish all solicitude about the 
event of death to himself or to others who depart in the faith. 
Christ assumed our nature, “took part of flesh and blood, 
that through death”—first endured in his own person and then 

vanquished by his resurrection—* he might destroy him that 
had the power of death, that is, the devil ; and deliver them 
who, through fear of death, were all their lifetime subject to 
hondage.” The Christian has no occasion to be in bondage 
to the fear of death ; indeed by such a bondage he dishonors 
the power and the grace of Christ, and puts discredit upon his 
finished work. 

It is sometimes the case that even where the intellect, the 
heart, and the will are all properly disciplined for the advent 
of death, there is a nervous apprehension of the mere physical 
process that renders the thought of death unwelcome. And 
indeed there must be something repugnant to the sensibilities 
of our nature in the thought of dissolution, whenever the mind 
dwells upon this apart from its relations to a higher existence. 
The demolition of a house in which we have lived from infan- 
cy, and every stone and beam and arch and angle of which 
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has some association of childhood and of home, awakens feel- 
ings of sadness, though the building is old and crazy, and not 
longer fit to be occupied. But the mind should not live 
thus in the past, and hug the old stones, and timbers, and 
nails, as if these were, home or had in themselves any life 
and virtue; it should look forward to the house that is to suc- 
ceed the time-worn tenement, should study its plan, arrange- 
ment, and effect, and transmute the memories of the old into 
the hopes of the new. It is thus by a beautiful analogy that 
Chrysostom discourses of the believer’s change at death. 
‘* When a man is about to rebuild an old and tottering house, 
he first sends out its occupants, then tears it down, and builds 
unew a more splendid one. This occasions no grief to the oc- 
cupants, but rather joy. For they do not think of the demo- 
lition which they see, but of the house which is to come, 
though not yet seen. When God is about to do similar work, 
he destroys our body and removes the soul that was dwelling 
in it, as from some house that he may build it anew and more 
splendidly and again bring the soul with greater glory into it. 
Let us not, therefore, regard the tearing down, but the 
splendor which is to succeed.” Thus in a higher strain does 
the Apostle speak of this blessed exchange : ‘* For we know 
that if our earthly house of this tabernacle were dissolved, we 
have a building of God, an house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens.” Che Christian should familiarize his mind 
with the thought of dying as one familiarizes himself with the 
thought of exchanging an old and decayed though still ser- 
viceable house or garment, for one new, bright, glorious—of 
better material, yes, of an imperishable fabric. It is idle to 
conceal from oneself the fact of his own mortality and of his 
exceeding frailty. And it is unwise and wnnecessary to allow 
in the mind a secret dread of death. ‘That event should be 
familiar to the Christian, not as a process of physical decay, 
hut as a process of mysterious and sudden but of certain and 
vlorious transition from the seen to the unseen, from the mor- 
tal to the immortal. 

“ The Christian, when he leaves the body, is at once with 
the Lord Jesus. tle rushes, as it were, instinctively, to his 
presence, and casts himself at his feet. He has no other home 
than where the Saviour is ; he thinks of no future joy or glory 
but that which is to be enjoyed with him. Why then should 
we fear death?) Lay out of view, as we may, the momentary 
pang, the chillness and the darkness of the grave, and think of 
that which will be the moment after death—the view of the 
Redeemer, the sight of the splendors of the heavenly world, 
the angels, the spirits of the just made perfect, the river of 
the paradise of God, and the harps of praise, and what has the 
Christian to fear in the prospect of dying ?” 











